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National Youth Council (NYC) is a State Corporation in the Ministry of ICT, 
Innovation and Youth Affairs, which came into being through the enactment of 
the NYC Act 2009 as the official voice of the youth mandated to advocate for 
youth opportunities, to associate, be represented and participate in the political, 
social, economic and other spheres of life.

To enhance youth capacity
to actively participate in 
economic, social and political
spheres for prosperity through 
strategic consultations, 
engagements and 
partnerships.

To be a dynamic 
institution 
championing Youth 
Empowerment for 
National Stability and 
Prosperity.

Equity        
Professionalism 
Integrity    
Transparency 
Innovativeness 
Teamwork.

NYC is wholeheartedly and fully 
committed to championing and 
advocating youth issues through 
effective consultation process 
while steadfastly demanding 
greater inclusion and recognition 
of the youth in all spheres of 
the society.

                 

Mission
                 

Vision

                 

Values
                 

Philosophy

The mandate of the National Youth Council (NYC) is to harness 
and advocate for, the youth voice to inform government policy and 
legislations and to regulate and coordinate Youth activities and 
initiatives, for youth empowerment, inclusion and participation in 
all spheres of life.
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April 2021, a month that begins with tricks, 
pranks, jokes and hoaxes on its first day. This 
day is regarded as being wacky. If you decide to 
play a silly one, and the victim isn’t laughing, 
too, then the April Foolishness will not have 
worked!!! But Again, you Don’t want to be a fool 
on the first day of April? Watch out, You don’t 
want to fall victim. 

In store, there are several internationally celebrated days as you 
will get to check out….But, we need not forget Good Friday and 
Easter Monday. Following on from Jesus Christ’s crucifixion on 
Good Friday, according to biblical accounts three days later, Jesus 
Christ was resurrected from the dead. This day also marks the end of 
Lent for Christians, after they have completed their 40 day period of 
fasting, penance, and prayers. Beautiful and great April. 

We had also been in various places in the month of March, and
I know that you would want to be a part of it.

Finally, opportunities, opportunities, opportunities. 
“Sauti Ya Vijana” is Kenya’s Magazine that is focused 
on Empowering Youth, through Access to Information 
and Opportunities. Don’t be left out!!

Let’s interact on: communications@nationalyouthcouncil.go.ke

Wairimu Waweru
EDITOR’S NOTE

Editor

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
      PATRON                                        LAYOUT/DESIGN    PHOTOGRAPHY

    Mr. Roy Sasaka Telewa               Yeswa Williams Johnstone       Evans Katana

                                    EDITORIAL TEAM MEMBERS
                                      
                                                                                      

Edith Kamau  Abiud Kiplimo  Berrine Otieno  Omondi Cecilia
Nicholas Kariuki Gathige Wa Maina Khamso Dangote  
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Editor

 April is here; marking the beginning of the 2nd
 quarter of 2021, so far, so good. As National
 Youth Council, we are grateful for the continued
 support from you as our readers, our partners,
and our government

 Our focus has always been to make a significant
 impact on our youths and the nation at large.
 This is why we take pride in realizing success
 in our initiatives. A good example is the March
 Youth Mental Health Awareness week, which had
 a tremendous impact not just on young people
 but the nation as well. This is why NYC exists
 to give voice to young people and promote their
mental, social and physical growth

 We believe that youths are a critical ingredient
 for economic, political, and social development.
 Therefore, apart from sensitization, we focus on
 addressing youths’ challenges today, including
 mental health issues, drug and substance abuse,
 .and gender violence

 By addressing these issues, we create a healthy
 young population, which will take part in the
national development agenda
 We believe that young people have what it takes to
 lead and contribute to our nation’s development.
 Therefore as NYC, we are here to point them in the
 right direction, help them realize their potential,
innovations, and creativeness

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

FORWARD

Mr. Roy Sasaka Telewa
CHRP(K) | MCIPS | MKISM



ACHIEVERS  EDGE

YOUTH ANTI-FGM 
NETWORK KENYA

The YANK has already established 
strong community links in 
the communities where it has 
championed advocacy on practice 
reduction and elimination of 
SRH issues through a targeted 
stakeholder approach and 
empowering of young people. The 
network has focal persons in all the 
22 counties who are spearheading 
activities.

Key milestone and activities
Yank has managed to achieve key 
success since its formation.

These are
1.Launched 3 chapters in Narok,Isiolo 
and west pokot

2.Developed its 3 year strategic plan 
2019-2022

3.Assisted in organising for the 1st Pan 
african youth conference supported by 
the girl generation

4.With support from Anti FGM board,The 
girl generation (TGG),UNFPA,UNICEF,100 
MILLION,Equality now,World vision 
we conducted youth activations in  
Nairobi,Kajiado,Narok,Marsabit,Elegeyo 
Marakwet,West pokot,Samburu and Kisii

5.Strengthen our social media platforms 
like facebook,twitter,youtube and 
Instagram inorder to conduct online 
campaigns to reach young people from 
both hotspot and non hotspot counties

•To be recognize as the official 
youth wing of anti FGM board that 
galvanizes and mobilizes young 
people
•All youth focal persons from the 
22 hotspot counties be members of 
the county anti steering committees
•Capacity build the chapters 
and members on key thematic 
issues on advocacy, social change 
communication, leadership and 
resource mobilization
•Capacity build university student 
councils and county student’s 
association to increase the moment 
to end FGM from both students who 
come from hotspot counties and 
non-hotspot counties
•Launch more chapters of young 
people towards addressing ending 
FGM, child marriage and gender-
based violence
•Strengthen the network structures
•Mobilize resource for the youth to 
grow the movement and campaign 
towards ending FGM and child 
marriages in Kenya.
•Advocate for enactment of county 
bills towards ending FGM
•Develop a mentorship programme 
for young activists to be 
spearheaded by activists who were 
members of YANK but are above 35 
years

FUTURE PLANS

Youth anti FGM network Kenya 
(YANK) is a youth-led network 
of youth, CBOs and Youth led 
NGOs whose initial initiative was 
geared towards abandonment of 
FGM in Kenya. The network was 
established in 2015.The members 
are drawn from 22 counties where 
the prevalence are high. The 
practice continued to be linked 
with physical injuries, death, 
emotional stress and psychological 
suffering, complications during 
child birth, infections caused 
by lack of sterilized equipment 
including transmission of various 
infections such as including HIV, 
early marriage of young girls 
and termination of their formal 
education in some counties.  YANK 
through its members enlarged its 
scope to include ,Early marriages 
and gender based violence.

Mr. Macharia,Coordinator
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MARK YOUR  CALENDER THIS MONTH!

World Day for 
Safety and 
Health at Work
The World Day for Safety and Health at Work 
is celebrated annually on 28 April to promote 
the prevention of occupational accidents and 
diseases globally. It is an awareness-raising 
campaign intended to focus international 
attention on the magnitude of the problem and 
on how promoting and creating a safety and 
health culture can help reduce the number of 
work-related deaths and injuries. 

28 April is also the International 
Commemoration Day for Dead and 
Injured Workers organized worldwide by 
the trade union movement since 1996.

Concern is growing over the continuing rise 
in COVID-19 infections in some parts of the 
world and the ability to sustain declining 
rates in others. Governments, employers, 
workers and their organizations face enormous 
challenges as they try to combat the COVID-19 
pandemic and protect safety and health at 
work. Beyond the immediate crisis, there 
are also concerns about resuming activity 
in a manner that sustains progress made in 
suppressing transmission.

This year, The World Day for Safety and Health 
at Work will aim to stimulate national dialogue 
on COVID-19. Data from past crisis show 
that workplaces can be of vital importance to 
prevent and control outbreaks. Adequate safety 
and health measures at work can play a crucial 
role in containing the spread of the disease, 
while protecting workers and society at large. 
Governments, employers and workers all have 
a role to play in tackling COVID-19 crisis, and 
their collaboration is key.  Let’s all stay safe 
in the workplace, sanitize, maintain social 
distance and wear face masks to control the 
spread of Covid-19.

Article by;Edith Wathira Kamau
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When  I  hear  someone  say  
“Malaria”,  what  comes  to  mind  
is  the  annoying  fever,persistent  
headaches  and  lack  of  appetite  
(I  even  find  myself  frowning  at  
the  sight  of my  favourite  dish). 

 I  am  sure  almost  everyone  can  
relate  when  I  talk  about  these 
symptoms.  Many  a  times  when  
we  are  feeling  unwell,  the  first  
thing  we  do  is  check  if we  are  
‘hotter’  than  usual  (mostly  done  
by  the  person  present  at  that  
time  touching your  forehead),  
and  if  you  happen  to  be  then  
the  first  assumption  is  always  
that  you are  suffering  from  
Malaria.

What  most  people  around  us  don’t  know  is  that  
malaria  actually  causes  death,  more so  in  children.  
Due  to  the  large  number  of  deaths  caused  by  
this  disease  especially  in Africa (estimated number 
in 2019 is 409,000),in 2008,the 25th of April was set 
aside as  the  World  Malaria  Day  to  bring  global  
attention  to  the  efforts  being  made  to  bringan  
end  to  malaria  and  encourage  action  to  reduce  
suffering  and  death  from  the disease.

This  day  sprung  out  from  the  efforts  taking  place  
across  the  African continent  to  commemorate  
Africa  Malaria  Day  which  had  been  observed  
since  2001. Each  World  Malaria  Day  focuses  on  
a  specific  theme,  the  most  recent  (2019)  being  
“Zero malaria starts with me”.

This theme emphasized on  people taking 
responsibility  to  prevent the  spread of  malaria.  
This  day  aims  to  keep  malaria  high on  the  
political  agenda,  mobilize  additional  resources  and  
empower  communities.

On  this  day  across  the  globe,  people  are  
sensitized  on  malaria  cause,  symptoms  and even  
preventive  measures.  It  is  necessary  that  we  
familiarize  ourselves  with  this information  so  that  
anytime  we  are  feeling  sijui  aje,  we  don’t  jump  
to  the  conclusion that  it  is  malaria  without  proper  
diagnosis.  Go  see  a  doctor  to  be  sure  and  if  
it  is malaria  be  sure  you  will  get  the  required  
medication  and  won’t  experience  that  awful feeling  
for  long.

Article by;Berrine Otieno
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Here comes the Easter weekend!!!!
Supermarket shelves always awash 
with chocolate eggs, cakes and other 
sweet treats, but the religious story 
behind Easter, Jesus in Golgotha 
and His resurrection, is far more 
harrowing.

The first day of the weekend is Good 
Friday, a day that commemorates 
Jesus’ journey to Calvary and His 
death on the cross. Two days later, 
Easter Sunday, a day he rose back to 
life.

According to the bible, the son of God 
was flogged , ordered to carry the 
cross on which he would be crucified 
and put to death. Looking at it on face 
value, there’s not much that’s good 
about a man being nailed to a cross, 
made to wear a crown of thorns and 
left to die. But the term ‘good’ refers 
to a day of redemption from the sinful 
bondage as we were bound to sin 
when our first parents broke God’s 
command in the garden of Eden, and 
we were all destined to eternal death.

Good Friday and 
Easter Monday

The bible records that after his death on Good Friday, 
Jesus’ body was taken to a rock-cut tomb. On the third 
day (Marked Easter Sunday),he rose from the death. He 
had defeated death…. An assurance to the believers for 
an eternal life. During this Easter holiday, Let’s touch 
lives of the ones we love and mostly, those in need 
of our help. Christ loved us to the extent of dying for 
us at the cross. Let us reciprocate the same. Let every 
man and woman count himself immortal. Let us not 
merely say, ‘Christ is risen,’ but ‘we have risen’!!!.

One lesson from the Easter weekend is that there is 
one good thing about this world...there are always sure 
to be more springs. To the youth, there are far much 
better days ahead, no matter what we may be facing 
now, the tomb could only hold Christ for 3 days and 
nights. So, patiently call on Christ, for his redemption. 
There is a brighter tomorrow. 

         WE HAVE RISEN!!!
  HAPPY EASTER HOLIDAYS. Article by;Abiud Kiplimo
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April Fools’ Day, also referred to as 
All Fools Day, is one of the most 
lighthearted days of the year, with 
its origin uncertain. 

Although it is not a legal holiday, 
this day is celebrated all around the 
world as a day filled with practical 
jokes and general silliness. 

We can however not really pin 
point when the day got its start, yet 
people all around the world still 
celebrate it with glee, year in year 
out. Pranks can be quite simple or 
very elaborate. 

Whatever the gag, it usually ends 
with the pranksters yelling ‘April 
Fool!’ when the victim falls for it. 
So get into the spirit of April Fools’ 
Day by sharing some funny riddles, 
memes or practical jokes. Generally 
just have fun laughing together; 
after all, life is never that serious 
anyway.

Article by; Omondi Cecilia
Article by;Omondi Cecilia

World Health Day is a global awareness day 
celebrated on the 7th of April, under the auspices of 
World Health Organization (WHO), as well as other 
related organizations. The initiative was taken by 
WHO to raise awareness about the overall health 
and wellbeing of people across the world. WHO uses 
the day to mark the launch of a very long program, 
in relation to which health related activities are 
undertaken.

Talking about health nowadays not only 
encompasses the general wellbeing of people, but 
an important element of health has been introduced. 
In 2020, after Covid 19 seriously hit most parts of 
the world, and movement was restricted to contain 
the spread of the virus, mental health issues became 
more pronounced, especially among the youth. 
Depression, anxiety, suicide and bizarre murders 
have marred the society now, all related to mental 
health.

This has prompted a number of youth serving 
organizations, most pronounced, the National Youth 
Council, to start the conversation on the importance 
of mental health wellness. Nothing has best 
highlighted this than NYC starting a mental health 
awareness week, with the maiden event taking place 
between the 22nd and the 26th of the month of 
February the year 2021.

So remember to stay healthy, not only physically, 
but also mentally. You are what you feed your mind. 
You feed it positivity, you reap exactly that. Wash 
your hands and sanitize with regards to the deadly 
corona virus. Remember to also wear a mask in the 
proper way.
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World Intellectual  Property Day!!!
Jane had an idea to act a horror movie. 
She spent nine hours a day, religiously, 
for three years, to write the whole 
script, of the two-hour long horror with 
clear knowledge that the movie would 
hit, be replayed on all screens globally, 
earning her un-imaginable fortune and 
edge her into the hall of fame, opening 
her up to all the acting gurus from 
Hollywood, to Nollywood, to Bollywood 
and well, to Dollywood!!! She dreamt 
of winning Oscar for her genuine hard 
work. She then starts to work on the 
script, recruits, casts on future-pay-
promises to help her realize her dream. 
Boom! The work is complete and the 
movie is ready. 

She tease-releases parts of her work 
on various blogs, vlogs, social media 
handles to “introduce” herself to the 
world. Pirates; who care not about 
the burnt midnight oils, the hustles, 
the promising pay-up debts put in to 
produce the work; take the releases 
as they are and use them in their own 
pieces, and even, directly replicate the 
work as it is.

The pirates then, of course, accumulated a lot of funds from their previous piracies, they 
formally actualize Jane’s dream, and all her effort is doomed since she didn’t patent the work.

Step up 16th April, World Intellectual Property Day!!!

The day we celebrate World Intellectual Property Day to learn about the role that intellectual property 
(IP) rights play, in encouraging, innovation and creativity.

This special day was established by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in 2000, 
to raise awareness of how patents, copyright, trademarks and designs impact on daily life, and to 
celebrate creativity, and the contribution made by creators and innovators to the development of 
societies across the globe. 26th April was chosen as the date for World Intellectual Property Day, 
because it coincides with the date on which the Convention Establishing the World Intellectual 
Property Organization, entered into force in 1970.

When nurtured and enriched with ingenuity, know-how and flair, an idea becomes an IP asset that 
can drive business development, economic recovery and human progress. Creative minds in the world 
– architects, artists, artisans, designers, engineers, entrepreneurs, researchers, scientists and many 
others – come up with new ideas every day. From the arts to artificial intelligence, fashion to farming, 
renewable energy to retail, television to tourism, and virtual reality to videogames, to name just but a 
few. Some of their ideas translate into the products and services we want to buy. Others don’t make 
it. 

The journey to market can be perilous. But with a focus on IP, businesses can anticipate, navigate and 
better manage the many twists and turns that pave the road to commercialization. 
At a time when the imperative of economic recovery is high, World Intellectual Property Day 2021 
shines a light on the critical role of SMEs in the economy and how they can use IP rights to build 
stronger, more competitive and resilient businesses. So guys, learn to patent your innovation, idea 
and creativity before you loose it, and it’s no longer yours!!! Watch Out!!!

Article by;MIKE SLY MAKOTSI KHAYEKA
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NICHOLAS M. KARIUKI. 

BE MENTORED

HOW ATTITUDE CAN IMPACT 
YOUR LIFE

The tendancy of having an optimistic mindset/attitude can define your future. 

The following short narrative helps you see why it’s important to practice a positive attitude. 
Mike was a young brilliant man from a small town called Asaba in Nigeria. He was a graduate 
who had spent over 5 years of joblessness. But he never lost hope, he always believed in a better 
tomorrow. 

Like any other young guy hunting for a decent job, Mike would wake up early and knock on every 
door where he saw a chance to land his dream job. 

One day as he was on his routine, a car passed by at a high speed and unfortunately splashed 
dirty water all over Mike’s smart suit, as he was headed to an important interview.

Mike was so furious and ran towards the car with an intension of shouting at the driver. However, 
something came to him and he decided to remain calm. The driver came out and apologized to 
Mike and he took it positively and forgave the driver. 

He then continued with his journey to the interview regardless of the ruined clothes. 
To his surprise, on arrival, the driver that had earlier splashed water on him was the owner of the 
company, that had called him for an interview. 

Due to his calm reaction, the onwer was impressed with Mike and hired him immediately. 
If Mike’s attitude was different, would he have landed the job? 

Well the little things in life that we take for granted, can impact our lives 
in a very sensitive way. Let’s learn.
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THE YOUTH AND THE 
CONSTITUTION OF 

KENYA 2010

We the people of Kenya, 
adopted, enacted and gave 
the Constitution of Kenya 
2010 to ourselves and to 
our future generations. 
It is now ten years of its 
implementation, perhaps 
a moment of reckoning on 
a raft of issues. I sincerely 
acknowledge that the 
constitution is indeed the 
foundation on which all 
our actions take off from. 
I particularly wish to honor 
all the constitutional heroes 
and heroines who chose to be 
frontline champions of the Katiba 
that I am reading comfortably 
working from home, with an 
assurance that I am entitled to 
basic rights and in the event they 
are infringed on I have an avenue to 
seek redress. Surely this Katiba is a 
protector of the people of Kenya.

In its article 260, it interprets youth 
as the collectivity of all individuals in the Republic who have 
attained the age of eighteen years; but have not attained the age of thirty-
five years. This group makes up atleast 45% of the Kenya’s 48 million 
people (census2019) and their affairs are coordinated under the National 
Youth Council. As a champion of wholesome youth empowerment, I am 
motivated by the fact that the foundation is already established and my 
only assignment is to breathe life into the relevant articles that’s speak to 
our development. 

The Affirmative actions by the government like the youth fund, has 
come in handy to provide loans to youth entrepreneurs to build capacity 
for production, which in turn provides a means for income for more 
youth besides the proprietor. The culture of disruptive technological 
entrepreneurship among young people is also protected as the Katiba 
recognizes culture as the foundation of the nation and as the cumulative 
civilization of the Kenyan people. In the same vein I dedicate this 
constitutional moment to two young men; Nassir and Mwakio from Taita 
- Taveta County who built a car dubbed Doshi Safaris by improvising 

the engine of a motorcycle and with locally available materials. Even with the Marginalization that has bedeviled our 
society for years, the Katiba gives an assurance that the bird can indeed fly no matter how long it remains caged.

In a broader view, if you were to combine the creativity, unwavering self-drive and sacrifice of the resilient young 
people of this country, whatever rationale you may employ ,we should not rank as living below the poverty line. 
Rather, we should be above the threshold guaranteed in article 43 of the constitution on economic and social rights.

Deliberate efforts for intergenerational mentorship that is structured and developed at the household core-the 
Family (recognized and protected in article 45), will play a crucial role in first, inculcating national values to breed 
integrity and create hope for life to youth and secondly ensuring there will be no leadership gap that exists between 
generations and hence a harmonized support system that will define ours as a compact society. At the end of the day 
a fulfilling life by the senior citizens, of tomorrow who are youth of today will never be elusive (guaranteed in article 
57). May the constitution reign.

As we celebrate WHO’s declaration that Africa is free of polio; I feel more than confident to tell malaria that ...”The 
Malaria youth army is coming for you …”

       God bless Kenya.
Article by;Gathige Wa Maina

YOUTH MOTION Kenya.
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QUEEN OF

Now the question is: should you dress how you want to feel or dress how you feel? “I 
think you should dress how you want to feel because you should focus on how you aspire 
to feel instead of how you are feeling. Dressing how you want to feel is a way to embody 
the state of mind you sought and to shape other people’s perception of you in a positive 
way. But fashion doesn’t simply shape our perception and self-expression; fashion also 
influences how we are treated by other people which in turn can impact our mental 
wellbeing. “By wearing the newest trends, people may be more accepting of you because 
you are following within this framework of what is acceptable in society at the time.” 
Clothes signify how we want to be treated, what social group we belong to or want to be 
accepted into. Acceptance for who we are and what we wear gives us peace of mind, just 
as wearing clothes we are comfortable in can positively affect our mental state.

SPORTS
Most of us know the many physical benefits of exercise: weight control, lower blood 
pressure, reduced risk of diabetes, and increased energy and many more. But what 
about the psychological benefits of exercise? From easing symptoms of depression 
and anxiety to keeping your memory sharp, there’s no shortage of mental benefits 
of exercise. Another mental benefit of sport is reduced stress levels something 
that can make us all happier. From building intelligence to strengthening memory, 
exercise boosts brainpower in a number of ways.  It also prevents cognitive 
decline and memory loss by strengthening the hippocampus, the part of the brain 
responsible for memory and learning. Improving endurance to losing weight and 
increasing muscle tone, there’s no shortage of physical achievements that come 
about from regular exercise.

MENTAL HEALTH
Clothes influence our cognitive abilities, our confidence 
sometimes generate from our outfit. Statistic indicates 
that people in fashion industry are 25% more likely to 
experience mental illness, due to the fast rise in demand 
for the highest standards and heavily anticipated nature. 
Wearing specific articles of clothing had an effect on the 
wearer’s psychology and performance. Clothes have a 
symbolic meaning. When we wear an article of clothing 
with a specific meaning, these clothes can influence our 
psychological state. It’s called “unclothed cognition.” 
To reduce the mental discomfort, we either change 
the action so that it aligns with our beliefs again or we 
convince ourselves that the action is actually what we 
want to do. Train regularly and dress according to that 
which help bring out self confidence.

HOMABAY COUNTY

Ascah O June 
Miss Tourism Homabay County,20/21
Miss ECO International Kenya, 20/21
Miss Clivios Kenya, 1st Runners Up 20/21

Creative Mind
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INSIDE 

      Story
“PROMOTE LOCALLY LED INITIATIVES TO 

FIGHT FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION/CUTTING

Female Genital Mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) is a 
tradition rooted in culture and involves the partial 
or total removal or other injury to the female genital 
organs for non-medical reasons.In Samburu,the 
KISIMA DECLARATION meant alot to the locals 
especially youth and other actors who have been 
pushing to bring to an end this vice.

The declaration was a start to 
empowering young girls throughout 
the country to be able to live their 
lives to the fullest, to be able to have 
the opportunity of going to school, 
completing their education and 
preparing themselves for meaningful 
jobs.Education to the girl child means 
more emphasis on the boy child 
to be more aware of the informed 
girls hence an equal and literate 
community.

Because of this retrogressive cultural 
practise,so many girls have been 
left behind in areas of leadership/
positions of influence hence a 
reason for all of us to focus on more 
economic activities in the affected 
areas.

The local boy child is in chorus with 
this views as I had a conversation with 
them on the shoes of ‘Lake Kisima’

The involvement of men 
must complement current 
rights-based programs 
focusing on education and 
the empowerment of girls 
and women.

 Influential males in 
communities where the 
practice is prevalent must 
lead programs as advocates 
while facilitating dialogue 
between men and women, 
their communities, and 
government bodies which 
will have a huge ripple 
effect in bringing all this 
issues to an end.

FGM is linked to child marriage, forced sexual debut, and health 
complications across the life course.In order to eliminate the 
practice, addressing the empowerment of girls and women is 
key. This can have a positive impact on gender relations, sexual 
and reproductive health choices, and health-related behavior 
in general, thus accelerating progress in abandonment of the 
practice.A realisation that men have a key role to play was vital 
in this areas,as they affected directly. 

Johnnybrown Williams
#AskJBY

KISIMA DECLARATION;IN ATTENDANCE WAS THE PRESIDENT,ELDERS 
IN THE VAST COUNTY,NYC,SPREADTURTH AFRICA AND YANK
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KISIMA 
DECLARATION
SAMBURU COUNTY
The signing of the anti FGM declaration, Samburu chapter, dubbed ‘Kisima Declaration’ took 
place between the 4th and 5th of March, 2021. Samburu is one among the 22 hotspot counties 
in Kenya that still practise FGM, the ritual cutting or removal of some or all of the external female 
genitalia. The event was officially launched on the fourth of Mach 2021 by Hon. Dr. Linah Jebii 
Kilimo, the first chairperson of the Anti FGM board, a semi-autonomous government agency that 
was established in December 2013 following the enactment of the Prohibition of Female Genital 
Mutilation Act, 2011, under the ministry of Public Service and Gender. She applauded efforts by 
the board in involving the youth in the fight against FGM. She mentioned ‘The declaration does 
not signify the end of FGM; it is merely an entry point towards ending it’.

 In 2011 Kenya passed a law that prohibits Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and imposes tough 
penalties on perpetrators and those abetting the practice. The law not only bans the practice in 
Kenya but also prohibits cross-border FGM and bars medical care givers from carrying out the 
practice. Efforts to end FGM were given a strong push and backing when on the 4th of June 2019, 
His Excellency (HE) President Uhuru Kenyatta made a firm commitment to put an end to female 
genital mutilation (FGM) by the year 2022.

Following the declaration by the president there have been rigorous campaigns in the 22 FGM 
practising counties with the penultimate being the signing of declarations by community elders 
pledging to stop FGM. So far four declarations have been made (Narok, Isiolo and West Pokot) 
with the latest being Samburu’s Kisima declaration.

The signing of Kisima Declaration was officially done on the 5th of March 2021 by Samburu 
elders on behalf of the larger Samburu community, a ceremony witnessed by His Excellency 
(HE) the President himself. The National Youth Council (NYC), among other notable partners like 
UNFPA (United Nations Peoples Fund), World Vision, YANK (Youth Anti FGM network Kenya), just 
to name a few, was privileged to be among the partners helping the Anti FGM Board in fighting 
FGM and witnessing the signing of the Kisima Declaration by the Samburu Community Elders 
pledging to put a stop to FGM and to end childhood marriages in their community.

The signing of these declarations by the community elders however do not signify the end 
of FGM within these communities. This is merely the beginning to an end. Monitoring and 
implementation of the declaration has to be done in order to ensure the practise is finally ended. 
The Youth Anti FGM Network Kenya (YANK), operating under the Anti FGM board, is tasked with 
the duty of running the campaigns against FGM within these 22 counties, which should culminate 
to the signing of the declarations.

Rigorous campaigns are underway in the remaining counties yet to sign declarations to end FGM 
in the hopes that by 2022 the retrogressive practise will have been done away with completely in    
    the country, as declared by the President in 2019.

The involvement of men 
must complement current 
rights-based programs 
focusing on education and 
the empowerment of girls 
and women.

 Influential males in 
communities where the 
practice is prevalent must 
lead programs as advocates 
while facilitating dialogue 
between men and women, 
their communities, and 
government bodies which 
will have a huge ripple 
effect in bringing all this 
issues to an end.

FGM is linked to child marriage, forced sexual debut, and health 
complications across the life course.In order to eliminate the 
practice, addressing the empowerment of girls and women is 
key. This can have a positive impact on gender relations, sexual 
and reproductive health choices, and health-related behavior 
in general, thus accelerating progress in abandonment of the 
practice.A realisation that men have a key role to play was vital 
in this areas,as they affected directly. 
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EXCELEVATE PROGRAM LAUNCH!
This is a day we have been looking forward to for over a 
year now!
The launch of the Excelevate Program! We did it! A special 
gratitude goes to the former for Youth PS Julius Korir for 
spearheading the development and 
launch of the Program.

“The Excelevate program sought to be 
a bridge of meaningful engagement 
of the youth in all the sectors of the 
economy by preparing a next gener-
ation workforce that is adequately 
skilled for Kenya’s economic growth. 
The program a challenge-driven 
solve-problem environment will nur-
ture the educated youth to innovate 
new tech and non tech business ad-
vances with the result of rapid eco-
nomic growth and employment” PS 
Korir

For Kenya Airways top leadership be-
lieving in the power of the Youth and 
being present to guide the Youth.

“We are supporting the Youth, we want to equip them with 
skills, we want to give them opportunities on one hand. 
On the other hand as a business we want innovative ideas 
because Youth have extremely innovative ideas, they are 
modern and have a different way of thinking. We are tap-
ping into that and we are beginning to re-evaluate how 
responsibly are we using our resources. The Excelevate Pro-
gram is a Win Win for our nation!” CEO and MD KQ

To the National Youth Council CEO accepting to break 
barriers and always seeking for opportunities for Youth 
engagement and development. 

“ Local and international companies let us come together 

to partner to give opportunities to our Youth in this pro-
gram. Specifically let us co-create solutions for economic 
recovery and bridge the gap between the tertiary schools 
and the marketplace. To offer the Youth experiential skills 
that will make them access not only the technical skills 

but the marketplace opportuni-
ties”

Every once in a while a revolu-
tionary programme comes along 
that transforms the way we do 
things. We believe Excelevate 
Program will change the way we 
transfer skills to inexperienced 
Youth and the way we get inno-
vative solutions in our business-
es

Excelevate Program is a break-
through intergenerational skills 
transfer, it is the smart way of 
working. Youth consultants, 
Youth at the centre of transfor-
mation, Youth at the centre of 
economic recovery, with men 

and women of excellence passing their skills and knowl-
edge
 
What we wanted to do was to make a leap frog programme 
an interplay of a hybrid system both physical and virtual, 
office and remote working the very requirements of our 
work environment. The Excelevate Programme has ev-
erything you need; research, networking, multi-tasking, 
new ideas, ready to execute, and above all it builds our 
core system transfer of work ethic, values and systems to 
thrive in the world of work

Join us in tapping into our biggest capital – human re-
source both experienced and inexperienced yet innova-
tive talent.

Economy
Youth Excell Creativity

Winning Team of Creative Youth-Excelevate Program Competition
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       SCROLL NA
SAUTI YA VIJANA

INFORMATIVE
EDUCATIVE

This E-Newsletter contains articles and information from 
the entire NYC fraternity the youth and youth serving 

organizations. Therefore, you are encouraged to regularly 
forward information touching on youth activities, initia-

tives and success stories to the Editor for publication.

www.nationalyouthcouncil.go.ke/resources/

 GET INFORMED OF
 ALL OPPORTUNITIES
 IN PUBLIC &
 PRIVATE SECTORS



23

GOVERNMENT OPPORTUNITIES       SCROLL NA
SAUTI YA VIJANA
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